2004 Gaspee Days Transit of Venus

DRAFT v4--05/20/04

Cast:

1. Master of Ceremonies: Dr. John Concannon. 

2. Guest Speaker: David Huestis, historian for Skyscrapers, the Amateur Astronomical Society of Rhode Island

2. Joseph Brown (played by Nat Herreshoff, dressed in colonial finery; to be indicted by proxy for the crimes of his ancestor.)

3. John Andrews, Esq., Judge of the Court of Vice Admiralty within the Colony of Rhode Island (Played by John Currier. Dressed in opulent admiralty blue Royal Navy uniform with powdered wig): To formally indict Brown.

4. Royal Marines [1 & 2] (Played by TBA two Pawtuxet Rangers in redcoats): Sent to assist Judge Andrews in enforcing British Vice-Admiralty justice in Rhode Island.

5. Crowd of Rhode Island colonists (Played by assorted Gaspee Days Committee members in colonial dress).

6. Props:
· Chains for Joseph Brown 

· Parchment scroll from which Currier reads indictment (actually includes his script lines). (Currier to bring)

· Parchment scroll (actually includes his script lines). 

· Blanket to veil Sabin Tavern marker

*****************

Concannon: 

· Welcoming remarks, off-the-cuff, to include:

· Introduces David A. Huestis from the Skyscrapers for brief remarks on the Transit of Venus

Huestis:

· Discusses the importance in history of the celestial Transit of Venus.

·  Joseph Brown, one of the Gaspee raiders was involved in leading the Providence observance of this event back in 1769.

· Importance of safe-watching techniques for the Transit.

· Further info available through Skyscrapers

Concannon:

· This years' 39th Gaspee Days Parade on Saturday June 12th at 10 am. Many other Gaspee celebrations and events (holds up brochure of Gaspee Events).

· These events al celebrates the burning of the Gaspee in 1772, an event that led directly to the American Revolution, and which all began on this very spot 232 years ago in the Sabin Tavern.

· And so today, we rededicate the monument to this historic site (unveils monument with the help of PSH representative, Thomas Eagan or David Gilden).  This location has always had a plaque or monument to the Sabin Tavern since shortly after the Revolution. As many of you know, this most recent monument was vandalized many years back by having its brass plaques ripped out. 

· We'd like to thank the following organizations that contributed to the efforts to restore this monument:

· The Champlin Foundations,

· The Rhode Island Supreme Court Historical Society Fund,

· The Law Offices of Partridge, Snow, & Hahn, in whose parking lot we now stand, and

· Stanley Granite Company, which did the actual restoration and engraving.

· Introduces skit: "The Indictment of Joseph Brown" By pleading guilty to the Admiralty Judge's accusations, Brown will be acknowledged as a patriot to the cause of American independence.

· Introduces British Admiralty Judge Andrews to indict Brown for his crimes against the Crown.  Cues the start of the skit: 

*********************

THE INDICTMENT OF JOSEPH BROWN
Royal Marine 1: OY YEA, OY YEA, OY YEA! BE SILENT AND UPSTANDING! THE COURT OF VICE-ADMIRALTY WITHIN THE COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS IS HEREBY IN SESSION, THE HONOURABLE JUSTICE JOHN ANDREWS, PRESIDING!

Andrews:  (While the Marine above is speaking, Andrews closely inspects the wording of the Sabin Tavern Monument. He considers himself superior in position under the Crown of King George, ignores platitudes and proceeds to step forward.  He carries a haughty, condescending attitude).

Andrews:  BRING THE ACCUSED FORWARD!

 (Joseph Brown, in chains, flanked to either side by Royal Marines.  Further back is a crowd of Rhode Island colonists all vocally supportive of Brown, holding protest signs, and making the occasional insulting remark at the judge.)

Andrews: (looks at Brown with disdain) AND WHAT IS THIS? 

Brown: I AM JOSEPH BROWN OF PROVIDENCE, ARCHITECT AND ASTRONOMER!

Andrews: 

(Andrews proceeds to open a large parchment scroll from which he reads the charges against Brown.)
JOSEPH BROWN, FREE-MAN OF THE SO-CALLED COLONY OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, YOU, AS A KING'S SUBJECT, ARE HEREBY CHARGED WITH THE FOLLOWING TREASONOUS CRIMES AGAINST HIS MAJESTY, KING GEORGE THE THIRD. 

TO WIT:

FIRST, YOU DID CONSPIRE WITH JOHN BROWN, ABRAHAM WHIPPLE AND OTHER LIKE SCUM TO PLOT A TRAP FOR THE KING'S SCHOONER HMS GASPEE WHICH WAS RIGHTFULLY ENFORCING TRADE LAWS ON SHIPPING IN NARRAGANSETT BAY.

SECOND; YOU DID ASSEMBLE WITH OTHERS ON THIS VERY SPOT AT SABIN'S TAVERN AND PLANNED THE DETAILS OF THE SUBSEQUENT ATTACK AGAINST THE HMS GASPEE.  THEN YOU TOOK PART IN PUTTING FIRE TO HIS MAJESTY'S SHIP WHICH BLEW IT TO SMITHEREENS! 

AND LASTLY, IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 1769, ALSO ON THIS VERY SPOT, YOU ALONG WITH AN UNGODLY COMPANY OF WITCHES, MYSTICS, AND LIKE HERETICS JOINED IN THE PAGAN OBSERVANCE OF THE SO-CALLED TRANSIT OF THE PLANET VENUS ACROSS THE FACE OF THE SUN.

NOW, JOSEPH BROWN, WHAT SAY YOU?!

Brown: GUILTY AS CHARGED! (Shakes his chains)

Andrews:  A CRAVEN COWARD AND TRAITOR!  YOUR GUILTY PLEA WILL BE ENTERED INTO THE RECORD FOR ALL POSTERITY! 

Brown: MAY A POX BE UPON YOU, SIR, AND YOUR DAMNED REDCOAT

MARINES! 

Andrews: MIND YOUR TONGUE, SIR! FOR I'LL SOON ARRANGE FOR YOUR PASSAGE TO ENGLAND WITHIN THE BOWELS OF ONE OF HIS MAJESTY'S SHIPS TO BE HUNG, DRAWN AND QUARTERED FOR TREASON, PIRACY, AND OPEN COMMUNION WITH SATAN!

Brown: SIR, YOUR COURT HATH NO VENUE HERE. WE, AS ENGLISHMEN, INSIST ON THE RIGHT OF PERSONS ACCUSED TO BE TRIED LOCALLY, AND BY A JURY OF PEERS, NOT TO BE SHIPPED OFF TO A FOREIGN LAND FOR TRIAL. THESE PROCEEDINGS ARE BUT THOSE OF A KANGAROO COURT, WITH NO AUTHORITY WITHIN OUR BOUNDARIES.

Andrews: HOW INSOLENT OF YOU! YOU DEMAND THE RIGHTS OF A LOYAL ENGLISHMAN AND YET YOU CALL ENGLAND A FOREIGN LAND!  SIR, YOU ARE A TRAITOR TO HIS MAJESTY, GEORGE THE THIRD.  TRULY, THIS ROGUE ISLAND COLONY WILL LEAD REVOLUTION AGAINST THE CROWN! MARINES, TAKE THE PRISONER AWAY!

Brown:  (Cusses loudly while being led away in the arms of the Royal Marines.)

RI Colonists: (Without fighting, block the Marines, release Brown from his chains, and cheer.)

The End of Skit

*************

Concannon:  Thanks cast in order:

· Members of the Gaspee Days Committee (members bow).

· Royal Marines 1 & 2: Played by To Be Cast, members of the Pawtuxet Rangers, Rhode Island Militia (both give salute).

· Vice-Admiralty Justice John Andrews: Played by John Currier, fellow member of the Pawtuxet Rangers and Official Archivist for the City of Warwick (Currier gives a condescending sneer, then bows)

· Joseph Brown, Played by a seventh generation descendant of Joseph Brown, Nat Herreshoff. (Herreshoff gives a V for victory, then bows) Mr. Herreshoff hails from New Jersey.

Concannon: 

· Thanks everyone for attending.

· Please pick up a copy of the Gaspee Days brochure

· More info always available on the Gaspee Days Committee web sites at www.gaspee.com

· Press kits are available. And the following individuals are available for further interviews:

· Professor Richard Deasy (pronounced Daisy), of the Providence College Department of History, and our foremost Gaspee scholar, will be available for interviews (Deasy waves as he is acknowledged)

· David Huestis and representative(s) from the Skyscrapers, the Amateur Astronomical Society of Rhode Island (wave to acknowledge).
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