HISTORIC MACE FIGURES

5 IN ETATE INAUGURATION
q R '

| Woold from Gaspee and Governor Fenner
Homep Used in Deévies,

Ueed In the Inaugurations of Gover-
nors of Rhode Island asince 1802, except
during the World War when its owner
was with the Amerlcan Expeditlonary
Forces, the mnee onrried by the High
Sheriffa of Providence county s made
up of materinl that s clpsely asxocisied
with the hilstorichdsbackground of both
the Btate and the natlon.

Thoe emblom  of authorlty |a now |
gemied by Col. Hunter ©. White, son af|
the Inte High Bherif Hunter C. White, |
Tha Intter had ft made for himselr Iate |
in the lith centiiry under the super- |
vizlon of the lnte Deputy Bherlff Edgar
B. Thayer.

Tho oagle on the top of the mooe was
earried through the Oivll War on the
top of o Bt which bore a battle fing.
Part of the wood from which the mooe |
was mode waa taken from the ruins of |
the Battleahip Gaspee which the Revo- |
Jutionary forces burned off that Dﬂ|-1'|-1-i
In Nurragunsott Bay which was. later |
named for it, Another part of the wood
waos sccured from the Governor Fenner |
homestead In' Cranston which was bully
about 1680 and which was torm down
1300 years Iater

Bhorlff Thayer contributed some of
the specimens which he had in his own
private collectlon ®o that tha mace |
Imight be made of things historlonl, On
EJnn. T, 10032, the sherlff carried the mace
A s symbol of his authorliy.and pro-
elndmed Cherles Dean Kimball Gover-
| nor of Rhods Islnnd.

Bherif Hunter uséd the mace in the
inaugtrals of the State’s Chicf Execi-
tives from 1002 untll his death in 1810,
It was used lnst Tuesdny in the ineugi-
ral ceromcny which made Norman 8.
Casa Governor of this Btate.

TRADITIONAL MAUE

R T

The traditional mées owned by Col,
Hunter . White who i5 0 summer r
sidonet of this town, wil be  vzed by
the serpeant nl arms (o apnaunee
the people of this state that the Hons
Theadore  Prangis (reeno hns heey
proglaimed governor of this state.

This' maece has peen in the  family
ol Col, White for many voars oo
s been o hizh light ot the inaugras
;jln‘n of governors of this  state for
fmany year, 10 06 priceless beenuse of
§te teaditional ospect and (ts value to
Bol, White, This mppe will e used
.’Il_l‘!:t Puesday when Hon. Theadans
i'ﬂlm.‘h Greene  will be  proclaimed
'Ilﬁ'dr next chiof oxecotive ond he will
e gworn in alzo on the Bible belong-
ing to Col., White, which is e
bjeut of long teadition gn the family
Bf Col, Wit

Lleut. Col. nnd Mrs. Hunter €. White|

1 thelr deughter, Miss Virginia E.
m“. are at Bye Beach, N, H., where
White 18 on duty with the C'!nﬂ'_
dred pnd Nintey-seventh Regiment, |
gw Hempalire National Guard. l
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WALLAGE E. JAMESOMN, master
at arms, proclaiming the inaugura-
tion of the Governor in time-hon-
ored fashion.
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Sheriff's ﬁfemma
Shared by All of Us

High Sheriff Michael F. Cos-
tello ig a busy fellow, busy mak-
ing plans for Inauguration day
next Tuesday, and today he
made a statement about his

plans,
It was this: “I'm stuck™
What sticks the wveferan

sherlf who by law makes ‘all
plans for the biennial ceremony
is this: He doesn't know who is

. going to be inaugurated as gov-

ernor, a doubt shared by thous
sands of other persons including
Dennis J. Roberts and Chris-
topher Del Sesto,

Ordinarily, Mr. Costello spends
f couple of months planning the
ceremony at-which a new Gen-

eral Assembly is organized, a 3§

governor is inawgurated, and as
the final act, the high sheriff
walks to the little balcony at
the fromt of -the, state holse,
steps. out and addresses an
emply expanse of lawn, pro-
claiming the inauguration of -a
noW gOVernor.

“T haven't been able to com-
pose the proclamation in one
respect,” Mr. Costello said sig-
nificantly,

Ordinarily, also he sends out
Invitations “in the name of the
governor,” for public officials
and friends of the governor to
attend the ceremony, Mr. Cos-
tello confessed today that he has
heen unable to send put such
invitations. *I do not know the
name of the governor,” he ex-
plained.

The way Rhode Island law
reads, “The sheriff of Provi-
dence county at the time is
hereby authorized and empow-
gred. with the service and aps
proval of the governor-elect to
make all proper and suitable ar-
rangements for the inauguration
of the governor and other state
officars . . "

Mr.. Costello is working this
year with no advice pr approval
gt all. “I have hesn precluded
from sending tickeis to friends
of any . governor-elect,” he
pointed out.

Members of the House and
Senate and their wives will all
got tickets admitting them to
the House chamber where the
Inauguration takes place. But
the tickets will be nameless.

v
i

sovernor hopes vou will be able
to attend."” .
Otherwise, Mr. Costello hasp
followed the historie pattern of
planning. There will be a con-
citrt, 1,000 folding ehairs in the
corridors, a platform for ril;:ni-?
taries;, a loud ‘speaker system,
and of course; the sheriff said,
palm tiecs, = |
Mr. Costello will also be
garbed in high hat, tails, and
will' bear a mace, When at-
tempts  to reach him were first
made this marning, the laconic
deputy  sheriff's voice on  the
other end of the phone said Mr,

Costello was not immediately| |

avallable,

"He stepped out to get his
mace," it was explained,

Later Mr. Costello disclosed
that the state owns no mace.
He uses one Kindly loaned to
him bty the son and daoghter
of onetime High Sheriff Hunter
White,

The present high sheriff made
ane definitive, positive statement
about the Inauguration. *1
don't know who's going 1o he

They  will merely -say, "The

inaugurated gowvgrnor, but I'll

‘Honored at Dinnef

Miss . }: cw of
Wicklord,, Who has Al langes
womap's sefvice record in the In
dusirial National Bank, was ho

ored last night at a dinger a
‘Smith Maner, North Eing=lown, on
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Mgy Merithew, & 10 ]vés%t,'l&
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West Maln St., had worl
Wickford branch of the bank since
99, 1912, The local Bithk At
%’% was a firm, ol affili-
atod the Industrial Natibnal
systém. Her reticerent was effec-

Jtive March 1. . )
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watth by O. Norman Middleton,
associate manager of the Wickford
branch, on behalf of the office stail
and ‘manager. She also received
_an, orchid. ]
“Miss Metithew originally  was
erdd “Io run l|1-.‘} Bu\slﬂrrlk I.-criggg
! n general office work" at
a woek.
She ‘i€ a frustee anid SLr'mln,wl

{8choal feéacher at the First Bat»l
tizt Chieely in Wickford and served
ag an air raid warddn in Wickford
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-ag a loca] historian and she and
| her sistér, “Miss Annie A" Dot
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costumes,
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dinner lnst night. Py L
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HISTORIC MACE FIGURES
ey IN STATE INAUGURATION

Wood from Gaspee and Governor Fenner
Home Used in Device,

Ueed in the inatgummtions of Gover-
nors of Rhode I1sland since 1004, except
during the World War whon lis ownor
was with the American Expeditionary
Forces, the mnee tarrled by the High
| Bheriffs of Providence county is made
| up of materinl that {8 closely asscointed

with the historieal background aof but.hr
|1.hE State and the nation.

The emblem  of suthority Is now
owned by Col. Hunter ©. White, sonof
the Iate High Sharil Hunter C. White.
Tha latter had It made for bimsslf late
in the 10th century under the super-

| vielnn of the late Deputy Sherifl Edgar
8. Thayear,

The eagle on the top of the mAce Wie
| earried through the Civil War on the
| top of a stafl which bore a battle fAg.
| Part of the wood from which the mace

wns made was taken from the rins of |
the Eattleship Gaspes which the Revo-
Jutionary forces burped off that paint
|1r1 Marragansett Bay which was Inter
pamed for it. Another part of the wond
was secured from the Governor Feanner
homestend in Crunston which was bullt
about 1880 and which wae torn down |
1000 years later.

Sheriff Thayer contributed some of
tha specimens which he had In his own
privite oollection so  that the maca |
might be mode of things historioal, On |
Jon. 7. 1903, the sherlll carried the maoe |
as & symbal of his suthority and’ pro-
clalmed Charles Dean Kimball Gover- |
nor of Rhode Isinnd.

Bheriff Hunter ueed the maoe-In the
inaugurals of the Eiate’s Chlef Execii-
tives from 1903 until his death in 1810
1t was used Jast Taesday In the Insugu-
rml ceremony which made Norman 8
Cane Governor of this State,

|

g news in the traditional way,

f of Providence County
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Sheriff's Mace
Has Been Used in All
Inaugurals Since 1902

The mace which will be
carried by Sherlff Robert
J. Connelly in today’s in-
augural  ceremonies, has
been used in all inaugural
ceremonies since 1902,

The mace wesx made for
Hunter C, White, then high
sherdll, in 1901, The eagle
which tops it was used
throughout the Civil War
on a Union battle fing,
Wood for the staff and the
head came from the
Giaspes, a British ship sunk
in the Revolutionary War,
and from timber in the old
Governor Fenner House In
Crangton,
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He Doesnt Know Either X

Sheriff's Dilemma

High Sheriff Michael F. Cos-
tello ig-a busy fellow, busy mak-
ing plans for inauguration day

next Tuesday, and today he-

made a statement about his

It was this: “I'm stuck™

What sticks the veteran
sheriff who by law makes all
plans for the hicnnial ‘ceremony

is this: He doesn't know who is &g

gnln: to be inaugnrated as gove
£rnor, & duuh'bmmwﬁtﬁ

sands of ather persons Including

Dennig J, Hoberts and Chris-
to Del Sesto,

iarily, Mr, Costello spends

a couple of months planning the &3
at which a new Gen- §
eral Assembly is organized, &

governor is inaugurated, and as
the «final act, the high sheriff
walks to the little baleony at
the front of the state holise,
steps out and addresses an
empty expanse of lawn, pro-
claiming the inauguration of a
New ZoVErnar,

“I haven't been able to com-
pose the proclamation in one
respect,” Mr. Costello said sig-
nificantly.

Ordinarily, also he sends out
invitations *In the name of the
governor,” for public officials
and friends of the governor to
attend the ceremony. Mr. Cos-
tello eonfessed today that he has
been unable to send out such
invitations. *I do not know the
name of the governor,” he ex-
plained.

The way Rhode Island law
veads, *“The sherif of Provi-
donce county at the time is
hereby authorized and empow-
ered with the service and ap-
proval of the governor-clect to
malke all proper and suitahle ar-
rangements for the inauguration
of the governor and other state
officers . . .".

Mr. Costello is working this
year with no adviee or approval
at all. “I have been precluded
from sending tickets to friends
of any governor-elect,” he
pointed out.

Members of the House and
Senate and thelr wives will all
get tickets admitting them to
the House chamber where the
inauguration takes place. But
the tickets will be nameless.
They will merely say, *“The

governor hopes you will be able
to attend."”

Otherwise, Mr. Costello has
followed the historic pattern of
planning. There will be a cons
cert, 1,000 folding chairs in the
corridors, a platform for digni-
taries, a loud speaker system,
and of course, the sheriff said,
palm tress.

Mr. Costello will also be
garbed in high hat, tails, and
will bear a mace. When at-
termnpts to reach him were: first
made this morning, the laconic
deputy sherifi's voice on the
other end of the phone said M
Costello was not immed.mle]y
available,

“He stepped out to get his
mace,” it was explained.

Later Mr. Costello disclosed
that the state owns no mace.
He usez one kindly loaned to
him by the son and daughter
of onetime High Sheriff Hunter
White,

The present high sheriff made
one definitive, positive statement
about the inauvguration. *I
don't know who's going to be

inaugurated governor, but Tl
be there with my mace."













HTSTORIC MACE USED IN R,I. GUBERNATORIAL TNAUGURATIONS
AND R.I.' "GASPEE DAY PARADES

The Mace used in yesterday's inmaugural ceremonies for Governor
John B , Chaffee by High Sheriff Robert J. Connelly has been used im -
all inaugurations of all R.;T., governors, sinece ffov, Charles Dean Ximhall
was proclaimed governor on January T, 1902 by General Hunter C. White
then High Bheriff of Providence Cbunty, except during Woerld War I
when its owner the late Cblonel Hunter €. White waa with the American
Expeditionary Forces..

This Mace, made of historic specimens of wood, i1s closely
assoclated with the historic background of R,I. and the natlion,

The eagle on the top of the mace was carrled through the Civil War

on the top of a staff which bore a Union baltle flag, Part of the wood
was once taken from the much hated British revenue schooner “W,B.M.
saspee’ which was burned after being caught on a sand-bar off Namquit
Point after an unsuccessful attempt to overhaul Gaptain Benjamin Lindsey
in hie colonial packet sloop "Hannah"J} A group of our revolutionary
patriots in a flotllla of 8 long boats under command of Capt. Abraham
Whipple set out from Providence on the evening of June 9, 1772 and
burned her. The British commander Lt, Willlam Dudingston, an insolent
overbearing man, was wounded in this engagement, thus marking this

the first British bloodshed in the Revolutionary war, Another portion
of the wood for this mace was secured from the Colonlal Governor
Arthur Fenner homestead in Cranston which was bullt about 1680 and torn
down in 1895, The owner at that period was sald to dislike the coming
of sightseers to view the house and hence had it demolished, It was
situated about §# mile southwest from his son Major Thomas Fenner's
home which ie still stending to-day in the village of Thornton and
occupled by his descendants,.

The residents of this state should be proud of R.I.'s heritage
and "Gaspee Day" which annually commemorates this action which
proceded the Battles of Lexington and Concord by three years.

By this action R.I,. had struck the "First Blow for Freedom,"

FrE e has ooe ot e s : L
“The c}JWJAb‘JGab“Dﬂ—L mua umLTﬂiA ML

wacs X Taa of Mo Panadle 10vn Simee e fral Reenvmnes
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Almond to take oath Tuesday

PROVIDENCE — Shortly after
noon Tuesday, Governor-elect Lin-

coln C. Almond, a Republican, will

place his hand on his uncle's Bible
and take the'oath of office.

The colorful inaugural ceremo-
nies, featuring a procession of top
state officials from Providence Sta-
tion, will be on the State House
steps if the sun shines. If the weath-
er is bad, as it was two years ago
when Governor Sundlun, a Demo-
crat, began his second term, the in-
auguration will be in Veterans Me-
morial Auditorium, across the street
from the State House.

The event marks a historic
change for Rhode Island as Almond
and the other four general officers
begin the first four-vear terms in
the state's history.

The new governor and his wife,
Marilyn, will start their public inau-
gural events at 9:15 a.m., with a vis-
it to the church he attended for
many years, 5t. George's Episcopal
Church on Clinton Street in Central
Falls. They will be greeted by bag-
pipes and the city's police and fire-
fighter color guard. Refreshments
will be provided.

The Inaugural Interfaith Service
of Thanksgiving will be held in the
church at 8:30 a.m. with readings
from the Old and New Testaments
by Almond's children, Lincoln D.
Almond and Amy Almond Cubbage,
The governor-elect and Mrs. Al-
mond will present the gifts of bread

and wine to the altar. All religious
denominations in Central Falls will
be represented.

The inauguration begins at 11:30

am. with the ringing of the State
House liberty bell. The procession
will march from the train station to
the State House steps, accompanied
by flag bearers representing Rhode
Island's 39 cities and towns as well
as the Rhode Island Militia.

Shortly before noon, Almond,
Sundlun and their wives will be es-
corted to their seats. Outgoing Sec-
retary of State Barbara M. Leonard
will call to order the convocation for

the inauguration. The Rev. George -

N. Hunt 111, recently retired Episco-
pal bishop of Rhode Island, will of-
fer the invocation.

Former Lt. Gov. Roger N. Begin,
chairman of the state Board of Elec-
tions, will present the certificate of
election to Almond. Republican
Leonard, who was defeated in her
reelection bid, will administer the
oath of office to Almond, His wife
will hold the Bible.

Providence County High Sheriff
Rene M. Lafayette will read the
proclamation of engagement from
the State House balcony. The 88th
Army Band will play “Ruffles and
Flourishes” and the “Rhode Island
March." Several artillery units will
fire a 19-gun salute,

Lafayette will carry the historic
Rhode Island Mace, which will be
used in an inauguration for the first

time since the Noel administration,
1973-1979. The mace comprises
pieces of the HMS Gaspee, a piece of
colonial Gov, Arthur Fenner's Cran-
ston home and an eagle carried on a
Union flag in the Civil War,

Almond will swear in Democratic
Lt. Gov. Robert A. Weygand, Demo-
cratic Secretary of State-elect
James R. Langevin, Republican
Atty. Gen. Jeffrey B. Pine, and Re-
publican Gen. Treas. Nancy J.
Mayer. Weygand, Pine and Mayer
were first elected in 1992,

After swearing in the other gen-
eral offices, the new governor will
Bive his inaugural address. The cere-
mony will close with Maria Day
singing “Rhode Island, It's for Me"
and the Most Rev. Louis E. Gelin-
eau, bishop of the Diocese of Provi-
dence, offering the benediction.

The event is scheduled to end by 1
pm., when Almond and the other
general officers will form a receiv-
ing line in the State Room. At about
2 p.m,, the governor and Mrs. Al-
mond will attend the swearing-in of
new members of the General As-
sembly in the House and Senate
chambers,

The Assembly then will open its
1995 session, a largely ceremonial
event.

Instead of an inaugural ball, Al-
mond will host a “Celebrate Rhode
Island" festival from noon to 6 p.m.
Jan, 8 at the Rhode Island Conven-
tion Center.

——
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Gerald Goldstein’s 20th year carrying
Gaspee Day Parade Mace will be his last

By LISA TONNESSEN

Bring a lunch, a chair and a few
friends and head to the 27th annual
Gaspee Day Parade where Gerald
Goldstein will carry the historic
Bhode [sland Mace for the 20th time.

Goldstein has become part of the
Gaspee Day tradition, carrying the
Mace since 1972, Goldstein will be
retiring this year with mixed emo-
tions, Ina recent letter to the Gaspee
Day Committee, Goldstein says,
“My family and | have concluded
with mixed emotions (mostly sad)
that ‘'my time has come’. All good
things must come to an end and this,
by far, has been one of my most plea-
surable and important ones.”

The 2 1/2-foot-long piece of wood
that has adorned the arms of Golds-
tein for 20 years will again be placed
in its place of honor, heading the
parade in the arms of the former
councilman. This piece of Rhode
Island history contains wood sal-
vaged from the British ship Gaspee,
oivces of wood from the State House

GERALD GOLDSTEIN

and also from the Cranston home of
Colonial Governor Arthur Fenner,

The eagle that adorns the tip of the
Mace was carried in the Civil Waron
top of a staff which wore a Union
battle flag.

An honor, pleasure

Coldstein considers his place at
the front of the parade, “An honor
and a pleasure to carry something so
historic and heroic.” Goldstein equ-
ates the importance of the treasured
item to the Statue of Liberty and the
Liberty Bell.

Goldstein asked owners Waldo
and Virginia Seaman’s permission
20 years ago to borrow the Mace.
And, up until last year, when Waldo
passed away (Virginia died two
years earlier), Goldstein received the

loan of the Mace each succeeding
year. A personal friend of the Sea-
mans, who wishes to remain
anonymous, now is the owner and
he is continuing the tradition.

Goldstein remembers, “The first
timel led off the parade (in 1972), my
hair was brown, now it's silver. My
infamous white suit, that comes out
of the closet once a year at parade
time, has been altered several times
to conform to the fashion/style of
the times, over the years the lapel of
the jacket has been tailored from a
peaked la ‘pel toa wide lapel to a nar-
row lapel.”

End of an era

This is an end of an era for Golds-
tein, the memories he has created
will live on for many years to come.
Many will recall their Gaspee Days
with a vision of Coldstein diligently
leading the parade year after year.
Coldstein has marched fora variety
ofaudiences, from the 250,000 crowd
drawn for the Clydesdale horses to
the few hundred spectators that
braved torrential rains to view the
parade,

The parade kicks off this Saturday
at 10 a.m. at the intersection of Nar-
ragansett Parkway and Spring
Green Road in Warwick.



The Rhode Island Mace

The Rhode Island Mace has been carried at the head of the Gaspee Day
Parade every year since the first observance of Gaspee Days in June, 1966.
Former Warwick City Councilman Gerald S. Goldstein has carried it every
year.

The Mace has been used in the Inaugural ceremonies for Rhode Island
Governors by the High Sheriff of Providence County since Governor Charles
D. Kimball was sworn in on January 7, 1902. The only exception has been
during World War I when its owner, the late Hunter C. White was with the
American Expeditionary Forces in Europe.

The Mace, made of historic fragments of wood, is closely associated
with the historical backgrounds of the state and the nation.

The eagle on the top of the mace was carried through the Civil War on
top of a staff which wore a Union battle flag. Part of the wood was once
taken from the much hated British revenue schooner H.M.S. Gaspee which
was burned after being caught on a sand bar off Gaspee Point on the evening
of June 9, 1772. Another portion of the wood came from colonial Governor
Arthur Fenner's homestead in Cranston; which was built in 1680 and
demolished in 1895.
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Chosen best in state

Alianiello, 42, who' lives in East
Providence with his wife, Lauren,
and two small children, was recent-
Iy named Athletic Director of the
Year by the Rhode Island Interscho-
lastic Athletic Adminstrators Asso-
ciation.

Sitting in the school library,
Alieniello, a shy, intense man who
seldom smiles, talked about his
work, what he likes about it, and
why he has chosen to work at Hen-
dricken for the last 18 years,

came the school in 1975,

and coac |

cross-country and track. As cross-

country coach, a position he gave up

when he took the athletic director's

job, Alianiello’s teams won five

state championships and four New
England Championships.

His track and field teams have
won 18 state championships and
three New England championships.
His lifetime coaching record at Hen-
dricken is 212-6-1. In 1978, he was
named Rhode Island Cross-Country
Coach of the Year, and In 1982, the
state’s Track and Field Coach of the
Year. He has a bachelor's degree
from Boston College and a masters
in education from Providence Col-
lege,

As athletic director, Alianiello is
responsible for 13 varsity sports at
Hendricken. He is director of all ath-
letic programs, handles scheduling,
transportation, directs 50 coaches,
and coordinates volunteers and
awards programs, He still coaches
track, and teaches English.

It's my whole life’
Alianiello credits his coaches
with much of his success as athletic
director. He is “proud.” he said, to
have been able to maintain the same
coaching staff over a long period of

~ time.

“This staff is extremely dedicat-
ed. While they are the lowest paid
staff in the state, they are the best

After 20 years,
Goldstein ‘retires’
from Gaspee
Day Parade

By KAREN GAVIN
Special to the Journal-Bulletin

Hle AUMOSE SULTEHIWED LS L eigil iast
vear, but decided instead to reach
for the 20-vear mark. And so on Sat-
urday former Warwick City Coun-
cilman Gerald 5. Goldstein will take
his customary place at the head of
the 27th annual Gaspee Day Parade
for the last time,

“All good things must come to an
end," Goldstein explains. “It'll be
my ‘Last Hurrah,' "

He'll be wearing, of course, the
“infamous™ white three-piece suit
that has caused many a parade-goer
to nickname him “The Man From
Glad."

. And he'll be carrying, for the last

time, the legendary Rhode Island
Mace.

For the past several years Gold-
stein has been gradually weaning
himself from the very public life
he’s led In Warwick, both as a suc-
cessful businessman and as a 16-
year-veteran of the Warwick City
Council. He's sold off several of his
businesses, he says, and he and his
wife of 41 vears, Joan, have become
“semni-retired."

"We need to make up for some
long overdue vacations,” Goldstein
SAYS.

But the decision to relinquish his
role in Gaspee Days was especially
bittersweet, and he says a lot of
“mixed emotions” came with it, es-
pecially when he recalls the tapes-
try of the last 20 years.

Al his first Gaspee Days Parade in
1972, his hair was brown, not silver.
He says that several alterations have
been made over the years on the la-
pels of his white suit jacket, from
peaked to wide to parrow. He's
quick to add, however, that “the
waistline size of the pants has re-
mained the same 34 inch size."

And it's with special fondness
that Goldstein looks back on his 20-
vear relationship to the Rhode Is-
land Mace, a 215 -foot-long ceremo-
nial staff that has practically be-
come his trademark,

The Mace, he says, is made from
historic pieces of wood, including

FINAL PARADE: Gerald S. Goldstein, holding the

coaching staff in the state,” he said.
Parade on Saturday. The former Warwick Counei

When he first took the job, he had
a budget of less than $80,000. To-
— dav. the athletic hndaat
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Continued from Page One

wood salvaged from the HM.S. Ga-
spee. The Gaspee was the British
ship whose fiery demise on June 10,
1772 at the hands of frustrated
Rhode Island patriots is the reason
behind all the Gaspee Days Fever in
the first place.

The Mace was owned for years
by Waldo and Virginia Seaman, an
elderly North Kingstown couple
whose identity was kept secret until
their recent death. Mrs. Seaman
was a descendant of the man who
made the mace, Hunter C, White,

When Goldstein first met the Sea-
mans, they'd ahout given up on their
practice of loaning out the historic
relic for use in state gubernatorial
inaugurations. They were weary,
Goldstein says, of the hassle it usual-
ly took to get it returned. Goldstein
had "to win them over” in order to
borrow the Mace for his first pa-
rade,

Because he took such good care of
the historic relic, even rushing it
back to the couple immediately
when the parade was over, the Sea-
man's became convinced that Gold-
stein was trustworthy enough to
borrow the Mace whenever he
wanted.

And each year, when Goldstein
received his invitation to lead the
parade from the Gaspee Days Com-
mittee, the Mace came along with
him.

The Mace now belongs to a close,
personal friend of the Seamans,
Goldstein says, whose identity is as
mysterious as theirs once was, And
its fat,easpmufthecnspeaﬂays
Parade will be up to those who will
continue in the tradition.

“It's the end of my era,” Gold-
stein says, simply.

Here is this weekend's schedule:

~ Goldstein

Saturday, June 13;

There will be an Ecumenical Ser-
vice at 8 a.m. at the Pawtuxet Bap-
tist Church, 2157 Broad Street in
Cranston.

The 27th annual Gaspee Day Pa-
rade will begin at 10 am. at Fair
Street and Narragansett Parkway,
Warwick, and will continge
through Pawtuxet Village to
Rhodes Place, Cranston.

The Colonial Muster of Fife
Drums will begin immediately fol-
lowing the parade at the reviewing
stand next to Scottish Rite Cathe-
dral, 2115 Broad Street, Cranston.

Colonial Encampment will be
held at Pawtuxet Park, Narragan-
sett Parkway, Warwick, There will
be Encampment and Demonstration
of Colonial living by militia and fife
and drum units,

Sunday, June 14:

Allen and Edna Brown Memorial
10-k Foot Race will begin at 10 a.m.
at Salter Grove Park, Narragansett
Parkway Warwick. -

Sunday in the Park, a family day
with a free outdoor band concert,
will be held from noon to 3 p.m. at
Salter Grove Park, Narragansett
Parkway, Warwick,

Colonial Encampment Demon-
stration will continue at Pawtuxet
Park, Narragansett Parkway, War-
wick.

Revolutionary War Battle Re-en-
actment will begin at 3 p.m. at Salt-
er Grove Park, and will feature the
Pawtuxet Rangers and other colo-
nial militia groups.

The culmination of the weekend's
events will take place with the
Burning of the Gaspee at 4 p.m. in
Salter Grove Park. =,

The Gaspee Day Golf Tourna-
ment will be held on June 17th at
the Exeter Country Club, and is
open to golfers of all levels.

For information, call the
Day Committee at 781-1772.




Historic mace to lead Gaspee Day parade ™

Piece of R.I. history
made from 1772 wreck
of British warship

WARWICK — A 2V;-foot-long plece
of wood will take its usual place of honor
at the head of the 22nd annual Gaspee Day
parade tomorrow.

According to City Councilman Gerald
S, Goldstein, who has carried the mace in
the last 16 parades, the piece of Rhode Is-
land history contains wood salvaged from
the wreck of the British ship Gaspee. It
also contains wood from the home of Colo-
nial Gov. Arthur Fenner.

One of the state’s most celebrated leg-
ends, the burning and the sinking of the
Gaspee took place June 10, 1772. When the
British cutter Gaspee, sent to Narragansett
Bay to prevent smuggling, began to chase
the packet ship Hannah from Mewport to
Providence, the captain of the Hannah
lured the cutter onto the sandy shoals off
the Warwick coast, where the ship was
stuck.

Before the next high tide could free the
Gaspee, a group of residents sailed from
Newport, burned the ship and captured its
Crew.

The mace — burgundy-brown, with
gold paint, wrapped with a purple ribbon
and topped with a metal eagle — is en-
trusted to Goldstein for a few days every

ear.

“[ feel really honored and responsible
having something like this in my custody,”
Goldstein said.

“The eagle was carried in the Civil
War on top of a staff" of a Union flag, he
said,

Before the mace was used In the Ga-
spee Day parade, it was used in inaugural
ceremonies for governors, beginning with
Gov, Charles D. Kimball in 1802.

Goldstein asked the owners’ permis-
sion to borrow the mace to use in the pa-
rade 16 years ago. After two weeks, he re-
ceived a call from the owners, saying they
had “thoroughly” checked him out and
that he was honorable enough to be loaned
the mace if he would promise not to dis-
close their names.

Goldsteln did say that the couple is el-
derly and that they enjoy the Gaspee Day

. - activities.
s R i Goldstein said he was nervous at first

— Journal-Bulletin Photo by LAWRENCE 5, MILLARD about taking temporary custody of the
WARWICK CITY COUNCILMAN Gerald S. Goldstein holds the bor- B D s I s

rowed mace he will carry a<_ie leads tomorrow's Gaspee Days ,irade. row the mace ot,er than on GaspeeDay.




Councilman Goldstein
will lead parade with
relic of the shipwreck

WARWICK

By CARLA STAPLES
Journal-Bulletin Staff Writer
WARWICK — A 21g-foot-long piece of
wood will take its usual place of hanor at
thehaadufmezhdmnualﬂnspeel}wm-
rade tomorrow,
According to City Councilman Gerald
S. Goldstein, who has carried the mace in
the last 16 parades, the piece of Rhode Is-

land history con wood salvaged from

- ‘made of wood fro

wm British ship Gaspee, It is
i m the home of Colo-

nial Governor Arthur Fenner.

D?: of the state's most celebrated leg-
ends, e burning and the sinking of the Ga-
spee took place on June 10, 1772. The Brit-
ish cutter Gaspee, sent to Naragansett Bay
to prevent smuggling, began to chase the
packet ship Hannah from Newport to Prov-
idence. The captain of the Hannah purpose-
Iy lured the Gaspee into the sandy shoals
off of the Warwick coast, where the ship
got stuck.

Before the next high tide could free the
ship, a group of Providence residents sailed
irnmNewpurt.bumadthashipanﬂup-
tured its crew. Officials inquired about the
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Legend in wood heralds 22nd G

incident but no one talked, though most
knew who had done the deed.

The mace is entrusted with Goldstein
for a few days '

s every year.
“I[ feel really honored and responsible
having something like this in my custody,”
Goldstein said of the b brown
mmi, trimmed in gold paint with a wide
purperlbhon,milpedw[thamgtﬂugla.
“The eagle was carried in the Civil War
on top of a staff,” he said, noting that the
stnffcanlednUﬂnnhm]eﬂng.

Moreﬂm.mmbemmmmmtha .

Gaspee Day parade, it was used In Inaugu-
ral ceremonies for governors, beginning
with Governor Charles D. Kimball in 1902
Gnldateinnskadthe.mm'pm'mlasjm
to borrow the mace in the parade 16 years
8g0. After two weeks of waiting, he re-
uejvedamﬂfmmmunmmnm they
had “thoroughly" checked him out and that

‘he was honorable enough to the |
mace f he would pmm% ;
their names.

Goldatainwoulﬁd'mtha_tmuple[ul-
derly.ﬂmtthu;raumﬂmﬁupeem}rmﬁv-
ities and that they are unable to attend be-
cause of ill health.

Goldstein was nervous at first about
taking temporary custody of the mace, But
hemhehnsgniuedmammtdm
ship l;fﬂ‘ﬂl& OWners and'cg:?hurmw the
mace other than on Gaspee Day.,

“They are really nice peopie,” Goldstein
said. “Now they let me borrow the mace
anytime I want."
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—Journal-Bulletin Photo
by LAWRENCE 5. MILLARD

GERALD GOLDSTEIN displays
the Gaspee Days mace.
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GASPEE DAYS AGAIN: The 26th annual Gaspee Days celebration will be held this coming week-

end in Pawtuxet Village. Above, Councilman J
down the street along the parade route in 1985.

erry Gp-!dstein leads the R.I. National Guard band

The Gaspee about to burn again
in 26th Pawtuxet celebration

By ANN S§. GOODING
Special to the Journal-Bulletin

Dust off that lawn chair, pack a
picnic basket, round up friends and
family. The 26th annual Gaspee
Days celebration in Pawtuxet Vil-
lage is about to begin. =

Actually, several events, includ-
ing the annual arts and crafts festi-
val, have already taken place.

But the main events, including
the Gaspee Day Parade and the re-
creation of the burning of HMS Ga-
spee, will take place this weekend.

Gaspee Days Committee presi-
dent John Hutson says that this an-
nual celebration was popularized in
the mid-1960s, when local residents
decided to commemorate the Ga-
spee burning, which historians say
was one of the preludes to the Revo-
lutionary War.

The Gaspee, which King George
III had sent to Rhode Island to en-
force the Stamp Act and prevent
smuggling, had been harassing ships

rerhalale sssass FmAaes Tonm  dlhammssmbs dlan

On June 8, 1772, it began chasing
a colonist's ship that had left New-
port for Providence. The captain of
that ship lured the Gaspee into shal-
low waters off Namquit Point (now
Gaspee Point), where the Gaspee
ran around on a sandbar. -

The colonial captain then report-
ed the incident in Providence to
John Brown, a prominent merchant.
Brown then gathered a group of res-

idents to discuss the incident. Even-

tually they rowed to the Gaspee,
stormed the ship and took its crew
prisoner. The next day, June 10, t_he

,ship was set afire.

The Gaspee Days Committee,
made up of mostly of residents of
Pawtuxet Village, which straddles
the Warwick-Cranston border, has
been sponsoring annual celebrations
that have grown in size.

This year's parade will begin at
10 a.m. Saturday at the. corner of
Fair Street and Narragansett Park-
way in  Warwick. The parade,
which will last about two hours,

el Il mmmbimnn themisah Hha arililamne o

Palestine Shrine Temple — and will
be followed by a colonial muster of
fife and drums.

The Allen Brown Memorial 10k
foot race, sponsored by Dear Hearts
Ice Cream, is slated for Sunday at
9:30 am. It will begin at Salter
Grove Park on Narragansett Park-
way. Interested runners can contact
the committee at 781-1772.

Later that day, “Sunday in the
Park" is planned at the Salter Grove
Park, with a free outdoor Dixieland
band. The concert begins at noon,

At the close of the concert, a Rev-
olutionary War Battle Re-enact-.
ment begins at 3 p.m. It includes the
Pawtuxet Rangers and other Rhode
Island colonial militia groups.

At 4 pm. Sunday, the Burning of
the Gaspee, a re-creation of the his-
toric event, takes place in those
same Pawtuxet waters.

There also will be a Gaspee Day
golf tournament June 22 at the Exe-
ter Country Club. :

For additional information, call
tha Macranns T Cameitbon of 787




our way of doing business, does it mean that
we have to lower our standards or does it
mean that we have to do a better job of
selling ourselves to the community we serve.
I would like to think that being more visible
and selling ourselves is the key rather than
making wholesale change.

A good example is the Imperial article
“THE SHRINE CHOSEM AS TOP WINNER
IN ASSOCIATIONS ADVANCE AMERICA
AWARDS PROGRAM". It was given in
recognition of the Shrine’s contributions to
America. It was an event that was attended
by President George Bush who congratu-
lated our Imperial Potentate John W. Dean
lll. We can’t get more visible than this, and
we should be proud of this accomplishment.
Locally our parades serve to keep us visible
in the public eye.

Another, not so well known fact, is our
own Gerald 5. Goldstein, who for the last
twenty years has carried “The Rhode [sland
Mace" at the head of the Gaspee Day
Parade. See the article in this issue on the
history of the Mace.

Twould like to leave vou with this thought,
“This is the age of instability, where
managing change is everybody's job. Think
of it as your personal assignment.”

Yours fraternally,
Rene E. Boucher

The Rhode Island Mace

The Rhode Island Mace has been carried
at the head of the Gaspee Day Parade every
year since the first observance of Gaspee
Days in June, 1966. Former Warwick City
Councilman Gerald S. Goldstein has carried
it every year since 1972

The Mace has been used in the Inaugural
ceremonies for Rhode lsland Governors by

the High Sheriff of Providence County since
Governor Charles D. Kimball was sworn in
ondanuary 7, 1902, The only exception has
been during World War | when its owner,
the late Hunter C. White was with the
American Expeditionary Forces in Europe,

‘The Mace, made of historic fragments of
woaod, is closely associated with the histori-
cal backgrounds of the state and the nation.

The eagle on the top of the mace was
carried through the Civil War on top of a
staff which wore a Union battle flag. Part of
the wood was once taken from the much
hated British revenue schooner H.M.S.
Gaspee which was burned after being caught
on a sand bar off Gaspee Point on the
evening of June 9,1772. Another portion of
the wood came from colonial Governor
Arthur Fenner's homestead in Cranston;
which was built in 1680 and demaolished in
1895,
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