ARELIC FOR RHODE ISLAND.

BURNING OI' A SLOOP OI TWAR.
DESTRUOTION OF A BRITISH ARMED VESSEL

~—THE AFFAIR INQUIRED INTO BY ROYAL

AUTHORITY—MISHAPS OF A OLERGYMAN’S

SISTER—AN INCIDENT BEFORE THE REV-
OLUTION, |
Ivom Qur Own Correspondent,
ProviDpeNCE, I 1., Tuesday, Dea. 4, 1877.

Thig Stato has recontly come in possos-
sion of a valuable document, it belng the
royal commission of XKing Goorgo of Eng-
land to mako Inquiry into the burning
of tho sloop-of-war Gaspeo Dby sundry por-
sons of this place, while she was aground
on Namquit Point, June 10, 1772, It appoars
sho went ashoro while chasing tho sloop Han-
nah, "The existence of the document was not
known until it-was found among rubbish and
cobwebs in the upper story of the State-house.
It 1s o monstor sheot of parchment, and the
otate Department has had it neatly framed with
historieal wood, the panels of tho frame being
mado from a pieco of oak taken from Sabin’s
Inn, whore tho destroyers of the Guaspee assem-

bled. The corner-pieces arvo each ongraved
with  an  oak leaf, and originally woro
a part of Gov. Bull's resldence in

Newport, which was builté in 1640, The in-
sido cornor-pieces are of ceday, and were taken
from tho sills of tho Vernon House, in Nowport,
which building, now standing, was the head-
quarters of (fen. Rochambean when he recetved
Gen. Washington. Plecos of wood taken from
the Liberty Treo planted in Newport in 1776,
have been noatly inserted *in the panels of tho
firame. Surmounting the top is the seal and
motto of the State engraved on a ploce of wood
once o portion of tho old Benjamin- Frank-
lin printing-press, imported in 1636. A motto-

framo, with the words * Gaspeo Commission,”
rests on the hottom panel. Tho following isa
copy of the commlission:

Geovge the Third, by the Grace of God of C'y at Bri.
tain, 'rance, and Ivelund, King, Defonco of theo
IFaith, &,

To our trusty and well-beloved Josoph Wanton,
£5q., Governor of our colony enlled the English Col-
ony of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, in
Now.-England, in Amoriea; onr trasty and well-be.
loved Daniel Horsmanden, Fsq., our Chief-Justico of
our P’rovinee of Now-York : our trusty and woll:be.
loved Fredoriek Smytne, Esq., our Chief-Justico of
our Pravinco of New-Jersey ; our trusted and well.
Loloved Peter Oliver, Esq., our Chlef-Justice of our
Province of the Massnchusetts Bay, In New-England;
and owy trusty and well-beloved Robort Auchmuty,
Fsq., our Judge of our Viee-Admiralty Court, estab.
Hshed at Boston, with jurisdletion in all enses arising
within the Hmlts of our Colonies of New-Hampshire,
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, and Connecticut,
greating .

Wherens, Our armed schooner, called tho Gaspeo,
communded hy Lieut. Willinm Dudingston, undox
the orders of Rear Admiral Montagn, was statloned
in Providoneo or Narragansett River, or near to our
colony of Rhode Tstand and Providence Plantations,
in New-England, the said Lieut. Dudingston, having
nroper commission and authority, to selze to our usa
such prohibited and wnaceustomed goods as he
should find carried in and on hoard any ship, bhottom,
boat, or othor vessols, contrary to law, whereby tho
samo I8 forfelted. And, whereas, wo hava beon in.
formed that many ill.disposed persons have dared,
from timeo to time, in defiance of our Ilaws and
anthority, to insult, and othorwise hinder
and obstruct tho sald Willilam Dudingston,
in the porformance of his duty, and
their boldness in  that respeet grew to g0
desperato an height, that on or about the 10th of
June last great multitudes of people were assembled
In cur town of Newport, and places adjacent Tn said
colony by beat of drum, armed with guns and other
offensive weapons, and led on by two porsons whom
thoy ealled the Head Sheriff and the Captain, and so
proceaded in warliko manner, with armed hoats, to
attack our said schooner; and having dangerously
wounded the sald Lieutenant, overpowered tha crev,
took, plundered, and burnt our sald veasel, we,
heing desirous to be perfectly iInforimed how so
daring an attempt couhrhu concocted, preparad, and
carvied into oxeeution in thoe chief town of our said
Colony, the resldence of the Governor and prinelpul
magisteates  thereof, mnot only for the pur-
pose of bringlng the sald offenders, and their
maintainers, alders, and abhsttors to con.
dign punishment, but also to the end that
fit and speedy order may bo taken for seouring tho
future peace, obedience, and woll government of
our snald colou{; and plaeing mueh confldence in
imm‘ wisdom, dillgence, loyalty, and integrity, do,
vy these presents, appoint yon, the sald Joseph
Wanton, Daniol Horsmanden, I'redorick Smythe,
Poter Oliver, and Robert Auchmuty, our Commis-
sioners to inquire into and to report. to us a full and
true neccount of all eireumstances relative to the at-
tacking, taking, plundering, and burning our sald
schooner, and to the assombling, arming, training,
and leading the people concerned therein; and to
the concocting and preparving the said attack, and of
nll other insults and obstructions which have heen
glven to the said William Dudingston, or to our sor-
vice in general in our said Colony of Rhodo Island
and Providence DIlantations, and of tho causes
which have occasioned so daring na violation

of our, laws and authority; and also to in-
quivre and report swwhat wmensures have been
taken or wused by the mnagistrates of onr

sald colony, and our other good subjecls therein ro.
specting tho snme,  And for the bettor execution of |
our royal will and pleasure thorein, we do heroby
ive unto you, the said Joseph Wanton, Danfel
Tovsemunden, Frederick Smythe, Peter Oliver, and
Robert Auchmuty, or any thres of you, full power
and authority to recelve all such information and
ndvertisemneénts as shall be brought unto you by or
from any of our loving subjects or others, touch:
ing the promlsos; and also to Inqulre, by tho ox-
amination of witnesses on oath, which oath we do
hereby give you or any of you, full power, war.
rant, and nuthority to administer, or by such
other ways and means as  you, or any .
three of you, shall in your discrotion think fit unto
the premises or any of them, And wo do furthor
rive youor any threo of you, full power and author-
ity to send for such persons, papers, and records as !
shall be useful to you for the botter earrylng on tho
service hereby Intended, willing and requiring you, the
snid Governor, tho Deputf"_(iovornor. and all other
magistrates, officers, and loving subjects within the
sald colony to bo in all things helpful, aiding, and
assisting to you, and ovory one of you,. in tho execu.
‘tion of this our roval commission. And we do fur-
ther strictly charge and command you that in the ox-
ecution and performance of the powers und authori.
tios to you hereby given, you, and every one of you,
llo envofully observe and conform yourselves to such
instruction ns shall be given and sent unto you in
writing, undor our sign manual, and to roport to usg
n full and true account ot your proceocdings theroin.
In witness whereof wo have caused theso our let.
ters to be made patent, witness ourselves, at Wast.
minster, the second day of Septombor, in tho twelfth
year of our reign. DBy the King himself.
YORKE.

The commission met in Newport, Jan. 5,
1773, and continued in session until June 22
of the same year. A mass of testimony was
taken relative to the matter, but the labors of tho
commission did not amount to much, as none
of the witnesses seemed to know anything
about the burning of the (laspee. .Among tho
witnesses summoned was James Sabin, the
owner of the inn bearing his name, whero tho
yarty, beforo burning tho vessel, had assembled.
‘Ho id not put in an appearance, but in a note
to the commission stated that he could not ac-
cept thelr invitation, as he was an insolvent
debtor, and therefore, according to the laws,
would bo subject to arrest. Tho precarioua con-
dition of his health was anothor reason why he
did not anppear.

The inside of the leather casowhich contained
tho commission 1s lned with a portion of the
London Gazetleer and New Daily Advertiser of
Aug, 12, 1768. The excellent condition of tho
parchment is due to the fact that it was secured
in thig case. ‘I'he following. is a copy of an nd-
vertisement found in the paper alluded to :

A clorgyman's aister, with hor young child, is
confined in the Marshalsen Prison, through the treach-
eroustrertmentofafriond,who beingentitledto£500,
which sum being soon to bo paid, on the most solemn
assurance of discharging a sun of £200, which was
through the recommendation of tho abovo gentle.
woman, got hov oredit for it, bubt on recsiving her
money refused payment of a just debt and involved
her friend in misoery and distress, being through hev
confinoment hindored from ?ursuin an employmeont
which procured her and her child a comfortablo
maintenance. ‘Tho kind donations of the humane
and thoso blesged with aflluence will be thaikfully
recelved, and the trith confirmed by the under men.
tionod gontlemen, viz: My, DBeckett, hatter and
clothler, Lockville-stréet, Yiceadilly, and othera.

The bordors of tlie parchmeont aré neaily dec-
orated with varlouis kinds of figures, 'I'he let-
ter * (1,” onoireles the life-like pleture of tho
King, and the first line, ¢t George the Third, by
the graco of God,” is in large and well-propor-
tioned old Linglsh letters. Conneeted by silk
cords at tho bottom is tho Iing's massive scal,
tho inscription ofi which is almost obliter-
nted, but tho figure of n mailed knight armed
cap-a-pic ¢an plainly be seén. 'I'ho Yeasons for
destroying tho Gaspec ean well be imagined.
On the protense of preventing illicit trado
and the violntlen of the rovenue laws, armeod
British vossols prowled up and down tho behuti-
ful Navragansett Bay. Had these vesselyconfined
themsolves to their legitimate business there
would have been no serious tvouble. As it was
they plundered market-bonts, and pressed into
the gervico tho erews of sniall consting vessels,
and also performed other acts of tyranny which
so aroused tho eitlzons that they were dotor-
mined to do somoething to show the Britians
that thoy had stood theirinsolenco long enough,
A large numbet of determined men assombled
at Sabin’s Inn, and at about 10 o’clock at night
pulled down the river and boarded the Gaspes.
Aftor n ptruggle they becatne masters of the
situation; tho commandex of the Gasped Boing

wounded in the fight. They landed tho crow
on tho opposito shore, and after plundering the

vessel, set flre to hor, and then mado thoir es-
capo. _
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